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Dear WDES Families,
We have had a wonderful month of February and it is hard to believe that spring is rapidly
approaching.
Many times teachers are asked by parents, "What can I do at home to help my child be successful
at school?" The answer is quite simple, "Read with your child every day." Before, during, and
after the reading, praise your child, direct a discussion about the story, ask questions, visualize
the story, offer information, share personal reactions, and relate the story to life
experiences. Most of all enjoy the story together and let your child see that reading is
fun. Cherish this special time together!
With that said, a special thank you to the Reading team here at Washington District Elementary,
Mrs. Mir, Mrs. Scherm, and Mrs. Sullivan, for showcasing that importance of reading as they
lead the way in the Book Character Parade as they helped celebrate, as did the entire country, Dr.
Seuss’ birthday. Along with the amazing parade they also put together, with the help of other
participating teachers, a fun filled Literacy Night. This night was filled with literacy activities
that were all featured around Dr. Seuss. The evening ended with a wonderful performance from
the first graders of Washington District Elementary, as they sang a medley of songs from
Seussical the Musical.
Socially, we have been re-teaching/teaching ways to be safe, kind, respectful, and responsible to
each other! Our staff continually adjusts our instruction based on our observations in our school
community. You may hear your child talk about specific lessons teaching them what it means to
be safe, kind, respectful, and responsible.
Thanks to our many sponsors and volunteers; we have many wonderful activities coming up this
spring. Please be sure to look through the newsletter and mark your calendars! You are always
welcome to join our events.

Thank You,
WDES

Important Dates to Remember!



March 20
March 21




March 22
March 23

First Day of Spring
Statewide Tornado Drill
After School Tutoring for Reading Grades 3-5
5th Grade Field Trip
PreK and K Registration 9-3pm
After School Tutoring for Math Grade 3-5

Character Awards Respect
During the month of February, students were learning about “Respect”. Students were chosen
by their teachers for showing the Character Trait. Students were then given a certificate and a
book from administration for showing respect! The picture below shows the students who
were selected for this acknowledgement on Feb. 28th in our front lobby! We are so proud of
them!

Here are the students that were chosen for the character award Respect: Kevin Munsing,
Kameron Jones, Emily Kirtley, Noah Ewell, Camryn Jones, Jamole Skeeter Jr., Kaiden Lomax,
Ryan Rutigliano, Sonny Filkoski, Zaniyah Dickerson, Cla’andre Posey, Emily Scott, Nicole
Rosier, Nathan Ondovick, Travis Burrell, Jamie Pickett, Abigail Wade, Michael Swann, James
Carter, Victor Antoniak, Alejandra Ramirez, Teagan Hardwick, Anisha Swann, Jesus OlmosMedina

Lost and Found
There are many items in the lost and found collection box. Please stop
by the box in the front foyer if your child is missing an item such as a
coat, jacket, or hat. To help ensure return of these necessary items,
please make sure you mark your child’s name in all outdoor clothing.
Thanks!

February
Zaniyah Dickerson
Grade: 1
Teacher: Mrs. Wilhelm
“Zaniyah is one of the most respectful students
I have ever come across. She is respectful to
teachers, students and herself. Zaniyah always
respects my directions. I tell students to clean
up after themselves and others. If they see
trash that isn't theirs, I ask them to pick it up
as well. One day after lunch she came up to
me and said she felt another student deserved
stickers for their sticker chart because they
helped her clean up trash from under the lunch
table. I told her that she was such a great
friend for telling me something positive that
another student had done. I gave Zaniyah
stickers for her chart as well. She was so
excited because she truly was not expecting
them. She is a very sweet, genuine young lady
who always does the right thing and sets a
great example for other students. She is a
great example of respect all around!” – Mrs.
Wilhelm

Respect

WDES FRONT OFFICE
It seems cliché to say that this school year has absolutely flown by. However, it is now
April and we only have three months left of the 2016/2017 school year. Please take a
look at the happenings/reminders from the Front Office.
Please also visit our website at http://wd.wmlcps.org/.

Just a reminder, WDES will be closed to students for Spring Break from Monday, April
10th to Monday, April 17th, 2017. Students will return on Tuesday, April 18th, 2017.

Spring individual pictures are scheduled for April 20th, 2017. Picture forms/envelopes
will be sent home at a later date.

The Lost & Found bin is getting full. Please check the bin located in the lobby for your
student’s belongings.

Student safety is a high priority for WDES. Therefore, we make every effort to ensure
that all students are under appropriate supervision until they return to you at the end of
their school day. For that reason, we are concerned about students who are left after
car rider dismissal. The Front Office is extremely busy during dismissal and are not able
to provide supervision for students left in this situation. In addition, children can feel
confused and apprehensive when they are not picked up on time.

Report cards will be sent home with the students on April 18th, 2017. Please be on the
look out for them in their book bags.

We need to have all transportation arrangements and phone calls finalized by 1:00PM.
We do realize emergencies arise and some might have to call after this, but it is our
goal to make sure every child is on the right bus and going to the right place. Written
bus notes are required of students who wish to ride on a school bus other than their
assigned route to/from school. You may also email us the bus note request to
turnercy@wmlcps.org AND dickersonlm@wmlcps.org
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to give us a call at
(804) 224-9100.
WDES Secretaries
Mrs. Turner, Mrs. Dickerson, Mrs. Henry

Parents!!! Please take a few minutes to read over some important health
reminders from your School Nurse- Mrs. Forrest
 Please DO NOT send your child to school if he/she is sick. Any child
who is determined to be sick at school will be sent home in order to
help prevent the spread of illness.
 Please keep your child at home if he/she has ANY of the following
symptoms:
o A temperature of 100.4 degrees or higher (or if your child
wakes up not feeling well and has a low grade fever, chances
are throughout the day his/her temperature will rise, it is best
to keep your child home).
o Diarrhea, with or without a fever
o Vomiting, with or without a fever
o Red eyes with drainage, or if your child wakes up with their
eyes “glued” shut.
Please be sure that we have the most up to date contact information on
your student’s yellow emergency card. This is the information I use to
contact you if your child becomes ill at school. Please see the office if you
need to update your information. Also, it is important to have an
emergency contact or someone else available if you know you are not able
to pick up your child if he/she were to become sick at school.
Change of Clothes
Spills and accidents occur frequently in school. Please send in a
complete, weather appropriate change of clothes for your Pre K and
Kindergarten student.

Guidance
Spring is just around the corner at WDES. With spring comes warmer weather, cheerier moods,
and standardized testing. As we set our sights on the end of the year, we have a few hurdles to jump
before we cross the finish line. Our first task is the third (and final) round of benchmarks. As always,
these tests serve as a vital piece of information and allow us to track students’ progress. I encourage you
to talk with your student about the benchmark tests. Encourage students to do their best, take their
time, and relax. Standardized testing can be stressful for students. Even though students very likely
know the material, the expectation to perform well and the testing environment itself can worry
students. Though we cannot remove all test anxiety for students, there are some things you can do to
help.


Talk about the test: This helps students know what to expect



Get plenty of sleep before: Tired students don’t perform as well!



Encourage your student: Every student can do well, but they have to believe in
themselves. Confidence is key!



Eat breakfast: Being hungry can steal your student’s focus!



Practice makes perfect: The teachers have diligently been preparing students for the
SOL and benchmark tests. Practicing what is taught in class will certainly help on the
test!

Dress Code Reminder:
With the spring approaching, this is just a reminder that
appropriate dress includes clothing that covers the body
sufficiently so as not to attract excessive attention to
oneself. The braless look, see-through apparel, tube tops,
tank tops, halter tops, mid-cut shirt/tops, pajamas,
swimwear, and mini-skirts are not acceptable.
Students in grades K-5 may wear shorts, skorts,
and capris of appropriate length in regular classes.

News from the Art Room

Students have been very busy this past month, and have created some beautiful pieces of art.
Hopefully they have continued covering the fronts of your refrigerators with their masterpieces.
Our annual Westmoreland Co. Art Show is taking place right now at the Westmoreland Co.
Museum through April 16th. I encourage all of you to take the time visit the art show. Please
continue to save clean Styrofoam trays and egg cartons for the art room. Don’t forget that we
have handmade items for sale in the Art room. All the money raised goes directly back into the
program to buy more art supplies for your children. The following items are available for
purchase: Large Melted Glass Bottle Cheese Trays $5 each, Small Melted Glass Bottle Spoon
Rest $5 each, Large Melted Glass Bottle Dishes $10 each, Notecards made from student
artwork $1 each, Slumped Glass necklaces and key chains $5 each.

Computers
Here’s hoping that Spring is finally making its
appearance! In the Computer Lab we have been
hard at work with Language Arts and Math
programs. I encourage everyone to have their children practice basic
computer skills, such as how to log on, how to get in and out of programs,
opening new tabs, etc., at home. Some great websites are
ABCYA.com, STARFALL.com, Sheppardsoftware.com, and Multiplication.com
and Arcademics.com.

Library
We have had a successful book fair and students have purchased many
books that I know they will enjoy reading. Please remember how
important it is for students to read each and every night. There are still a
lot of missing books out there, so please check at home for WDES library
books. There is a white tag on the back of each book that says Washington
District Elementary. If you find any overdue books, please return them as
soon as possible.

In the gym
Parents/Guardians, please help me to keep your students safe by
encouraging them to wear appropriate shoes to PE. Boots that resemble
UGGs or boots that have felt tread are usually very slippery when worn
on the smooth tile floor in the gym. If your children have this type of
boot, please have them bring sneakers. They will have PE the same day
each week.

NOTES FROM THE MUSIC ROOM
Notes from the Music Room:
Spring is in the air in the Music Room! Please be mindful of the
upcoming Spring Concert which will take place in early May. It will feature Kindergarten,
1st and 2nd grades. Permission forms will be coming home soon as well.
All students have been introduced to instruments of the Woodwind Family. They were
so shocked and excited to see me bring in my Alto Saxophone to play for them.
Everyone has also been learning lyrics to five songs honoring five branches of our U.S.
Armed Forces. The upper grades are continuing to work on Music Theory by reading
musical notes and symbols on the Treble Clef Staff. To help achieve these concepts, in
the next coming weeks we will be ordering recorders for a few of our upper classes.
More information will come home soon. This endeavor will reinforce Math concepts by
adding, subtracting, and multiplying music note values and rest values. Don't be
surprised if your children become more interested in the sounds of the pep bands during
the March Madness Basketball games!

“The value of early education is imperative to the future academic success and
the growth of children’s intellectual development” (Virginia’s Foundation Blocks
for Early Learning: Comprehensive Standards for Four‐Year‐Olds, pg. 7)

We have learned so much about keeping ourselves healthy! With
nutritious food and exercise we can keep our hearts healthy!
The next thematic unit is “Nature All Around Us.” We will be
learning all about our Environment and taking care of it. Our
caterpillars will also be arriving next month so be prepared for
frequent updates!

Websites for our Pre‐K Students





www.starfall.com
www.pbskids.org
www.abcya.com
http://www.sheppardsoftware.
com/preschool/preschool.htm
 www.sesamestreet.org/home
 www.nickjr.com

Thank you for everything that you do! Remember to
read with your child every day, and continue to do
your child’s homework to help build the
relationship between home and school.
Sincerely,
Ms. Kowalczyk, Mrs. Johnson, Ms. Thompson, and
Mrs. Smith

!IMPORTANT WEBSITES!
www.misskowalczyk.weebly.com
www.bigday.grolier.com

Kindergarten
Well, March has certainly been like a lion in weather and energy in Kindergarten.
We have been so busy learning new skills and keeping up with ongoing skills.
We have been reading our American Reading Company books, library books and
leveled readers. You have probably noticed that your child is reading sight words
or print at home and when you are out. Keep reading to your child, with your
child and have them read to you or to family and friends. We have been learning
some great comprehension skills like summarizing, main events, story details, text
features and even more.
In math, we have been counting, counting, and counting in Kindergarten. We
have already worked on counting from 1‐100 by ones and to 100 by 5’s and 10’s.
Please practice counting to 100 and recognizing the numbers especially the tens.
We discussed more and less in preparation for addition and subtraction. Addition
has gone very well. The students can add sets to 10 with manipulatives and the
number line. Please practice writhing numbers at home.
In social studies we have been working with maps and globes. They have learned
that a map is a flat picture of the earth from above and that the globe is a model
of the earth.
Students have been learning about picture graphs in science to organize data and
discuss more than and less than. They know that it is very important to place the
data in the correct box in order to read the graph easily.
With the weather warming, please remember to send a light jacket for outside
recess. Their heavy coats are often too warm by the end of the day. Also,
remember to label the jackets with your child’s name. Keep working hard at
home and make sure your child is doing their homework nightly and turning it in
the next day.

First Grade
Here in 1st grade we have lots of exciting events coming up. The students are
working very hard to read and earn their 12 points and 80% average that are
needed to attend the April AR Challenge. This will take place on Friday,
April 21st at Stan’s Skateland. We are also preparing for our field trip to the
Westmoreland State Park and George Washington’s Birthplace which will
take place on April 19th. In an effort to show school spirit the school has
provided us with t-shirts for this field trip. The t-shirts are now and will still
be available for purchase after the field trip.
In addition to the exciting events, we are learning very interesting content. In
Math the students are learning about the different units of measurement, both
standard and nonstandard. Science has been focusing on Natural Resources,
with vocabulary reaching from pollution to the three R’s (recycle, reuse,
reduce). Virginia and its famous Americans has been the topic in Social
Studies. The students have learned about Maggie Walker, Arthur Ashe,
Thomas Jefferson, and so much more. Reading and Language Arts are
requiring the students to identify the main idea and details of a story, as well
as writing how to guides.
We appreciate your participation in the parent-teacher conferences that took
place on March 8th, as well as your participation with the students on their all
school read assignments.

Take a Look at What We’re Learning In 2nd!
Reading:
Our second graders continue to practice their reading fluency and comprehension daily.
We have worked on asking and answering questions using genres such as, fiction, nonfiction
and poetry. We have also reviewed identification of various story elements in the fictional text
as well as summarizing, cause/effect, and fact/opinion in nonfiction selections.
Writing:
Our students have been working to use elaborate sentences in their writing. Students can
expand their sentences by using where, when, why and how. We also practiced using commas
correctly and identifying contractions. In the upcoming weeks, the classes will learn how to do
research on a topic and write a report on the information they find.
Math:
We have finished up our fractions unit. The students have started reviewing telling to the hour
and half hour. We are learning to show and write time to the quarter hours and nearest five
minutes. Then the students will move into using a calendar to correctly determine events and
dates that take place during a particular month.
Science:
Our second graders have been exploring the life cycles of a butterfly, frog, and deer. We have
learned a great deal of information about each cycle. Ask your child if they can tell you the
sequence of any or all of these three life cycles. In the upcoming weeks, we will be reviewing
for our 3rd quarter benchmarks. The next science unit will be habitats. The second grade
teachers would like thank our parents for helping your child complete their plant project at
home. They all look FABULOUS!
Social Studies:
We have completed the unit on Famous Americans and have learned many facts about each
important historical leader (George Washington, Abe Lincoln, Jackie Robinson, Martin Luther
King Jr., Rosa Parks, Hellen Keller, George Washington Carver, Ben Franklin, and César Chavez.
We have now begun a new unit on Life in the past compared to Life today and how our world
has changed over time.

Third Grade
Math‐ We are starting a new unit on fractions. Students will be learning to compare, write, and
name fractions. They will be learning that a numerator is a counting number that tells how many
equal size parts are being considered. They will learn that a denominator tells the number of equal
parts that the whole is cut or divided into. They will understand how to compare fractions having
like and unlike denominators using words and symbols. We will be using a variety of strategies to
learn and understand fractions such as number lines, set model, and fractions strips.

Social studies –In social studies we will begin a unit on Egypt. Students will be able to locate
Egypt on a map. They will also learn about Egypt’s architecture, contributions, inventions, human
characteristics, and physical characteristics. They will also be comparing Egypt and China.

Science‐ We will be finishing up our unit on simple machines and moving into Matter.

Students
will have to identify all 6 simple machines and be able to explain how each one works. They will
also be learning about compound machines. They will be learning about why compound machines
make work easier. At the end of this unit students will be complete a performance based
assessment.

Reading & Writing‐ In writing we are working on writing persuasive papers. We are
learning about elements of poetry and how to analyze poetry. They will be using their 5 senses to
visualize and understand the poems we read. Parents can help children with this by listening to
songs on the radio. They can point out rhyming words and what kind of story the song tells. We are
also practicing test taking strategies each day in class reviewing how to take a test by highlighting
key words, going back and finding the answers in the passage, and crossing out the answer choices
that don’t make sense.

Helpful learning websites include, but are not limited to, hoodamath.com,
mathplayground.com, multiplication.com, kids.nationalgeographic.com, funbrain.com,
abcya.com, and brainpop.com.

Fourth Grade
The fourth graders are very excited about the field trip to the Virginia Science
Museum in Richmond! The trip will be April 7th! Please remember that the $4.50 for
admission and permission slips are due no later than Friday, March 24th! Please send this in
with your child as soon as possible! If you wish to be a chaperone, please let your child’s
teacher know, we would love to have you! Please send in exact change or a check written to
WDES.
In reading the students will be learning the difference between main ideas and
details, as well as practicing inference skills. We will also be focusing on vocabulary and
test taking skills as we inch closer and closer to SOL season! In writing, students will be
working on a state research project! Please continue reading with your fourth grader at
least 20 minutes a night, all extra practice is beneficial!
In math we will be starting our unit on measurement. Students will learn metric and
U.S. standard measurements for measuring length, mass/weight, and liquid volume.
Students will have the opportunity to participate in hands on activities to measure length,
mass/weight, and liquid volume, know when to use each type of measurement, and also solve
conversions (for example: How many inches are in 6 feet?).
Our last unit in Virginia Studies will focus on Virginia in the 20th century. Students
will learn how the state has prospered and how it contributes to our global economy. They
will also learn about Massive Resistance and how all schools became integrated. Important
people to know include Harry F. Byrd, Woodrow Wilson, George C. Marshall, A. Linwood
Holten, Oliver W. Hill, L. Douglas Wilder, Maggie L. Walker, and Arthur Ashe.
In science, the students will be learning about natural resources. They will compare
and contrast natural and human-made resources, distinguish among rivers, lakes, and bays,
describe characteristics of each, and name examples of each in Virginia. They will also
have the opportunity to create and interpret a model of a watershed and evaluate the
statement “We all live downstream.” They will also learn to recognize the importance of
Virginia’s mineral resources, including coal, limestone, granite, and sandstone, and describe
a variety of soil and land important in Virginia.

5th Grade
Language Arts
In Language Arts, students are preparing for their third benchmark and are working very
hard in preparation for SOLs. Wow! Is it that time already, where has the year gone? It isn’t
quite over, so encourage your child to keep reading at home and practicing their skills. We have
just come to a close on our All School Read, so the book of the month will start again in April.
History
In History, we have been discussing the Abolitionist and Suffrage Movements. We are
preparing to take a Problem Based Assessment (PBA) on Western Expansion soon. This will in
part take the place of the History SOL. After we complete the PBA, we will begin studying the
Civil War. We will begin with the causes and the growing rift between the North and South.
Now that the weather is improving, help your child gain an understanding of this time period with
a day trip to some nearby attractions such as Stratford Hall. If you venture a little further west,
there are wonderful places to visit that are mostly free. Three Civil War battlefields are in the
Fredericksburg vicinity and there are many more are around the Richmond area. Most of them
are free to walk. This is a tremendous resource available to our students as well as a great way
to spend a sunny spring day.
Math
In math we are learning all about area, perimeter and volume of geometric shapes.
Area, perimeter and volume are important and fundamental parts of mathematics. They are the
foundation for understanding other aspects of geometry. Learning about these topics give
students a chance to use the math skills that people apply in their everyday lives. We are also
studying measurement. The children are learning about different forms of measurement and
converting between varying units. Many careers like architecture, aeronautical and graphics
design, engineering, and many others include the use of area and perimeter on a regular basis.
Science
We have been working on our last ‘new’ units of Sound (5.2) and Light (5.3) and will
soon move on to a ‘flashback’ review of 4th grade science topics. After a review of 4th grade
units, we will review some of the more challenging topics from this 5th grade year. The VA SOL
assessment at the end of the year covers both 4th and 5th grade science curriculum. Please
encourage your child to review key facts and vocabulary from their science journal each
evening. Thanks for your support at home!

News from the Reading Team
We would like to thank all of the families who attended our PTO Literacy Night on Monday, March 6th,
2017. It was a fabulous evening filled with fun Dr. Seuss‐themed reading and writing activities which were
enjoyed by students and parents! Thank you to everyone who helped out, also. Our literacy night would not
have been as successful as it was without your help!
To coincide with our exciting literacy night, kindergarten and first grade students have been reading Dr.
Seuss books in their classrooms! Some of their favorites include Green Eggs and Ham, The Cat in the Hat,
and Fox in Socks. It would be great to use some of Dr. Seuss’ books at home to reinforce some of the
important early literacy skills that we are practicing here at school. Students can find rhyming words in his
books such as mouse/house and Sam/ham. Hop on Pop is a great book to use when searching for rhyming
words. Students can also use his books to find some of the word families that they have been working on in
word study. In The Cat in the Hat students can look for word families such as –all in ball and fall, ‐
ake in cakeand rake, and –ish in fish and dish. Most of all, just have a great time laughing at some of the silly
fun in these wonderful books!
Preparing for our exciting literacy night, many of our wonderful second graders enjoyed making flyers
about Dr. Seuss. Our fabulous third graders learned more about Dr. Seuss as they researched many
fascinating facts about his life and his legendary books.
We are very proud of our prosperous readers. They continue to work very hard and are making great
achievements. This month our wonderful second graders just finished a unit on poetry. They will now
continue to work on important non‐fiction skills such as cause and effect relationships, fact and opinion, and
main idea. In writing, they will be using their imaginations as they create their own narrative imaginative
topics. Our fabulous third grade students recently finished an exciting unit on poetry as well as learning
about functional formats, such as flyers, advertisements, and recipes. We are now working with non‐fiction
text features and will soon begin to work on important non‐fiction skills such as main idea and cause and
effect relationships. In writing, they enjoyed creating their own flyers for our wonderful literacy night.
Our extraordinary fourth and fifth graders continue to work hard every day at WDES! Both grade levels
are currently preparing for the quickly‐approaching SOL tests which will begin in May. The radical readers in
fourth grade are continuing to review fiction and nonfiction skills and strategies. Some of the important items
we will be reviewing first are text features in nonfiction text, fact and opinion, cause and effect relationships,
and determining the main idea. In writing, fourth graders finished up creating functional formats (i.e. flyers,
recipes, advertisements, etc.) and will be moving onto poetry. The phenomenal fifth graders are also
reviewing fiction and nonfiction skills and strategies and have recently been focusing on how to read
functional texts (i.e. recipes, flyers, advertisements) and understand why the author is writing each of those
pieces. In writing, fifth graders also finished up creating functional formats and are also moving onto poetry.

WDES Reading Specialists:
Jocelyn Mir (K and 1st grade) mirjm@wmlcps.org
Sandy Sullivan (2nd and 3rd grade) sullivanse@wmlcps.org
Beth Scherm (4th and 5th grade) schermbe@wmlcps.org

Students are feverishly reading, reading, READING! WDES students had a fabulous
time at the Dr. Seuss Movie & Exercise Accelerated Reader Challenge on Friday, February 17,
2017.
Our final AR Challenge for the school year is in April, and we are going to Stan’s
Skateland! In order to attend an AR Challenge, students must receive a certain amount of
points and have an 80% average or higher on any tests they have taken. Here are a few tips
to help your child be a successful Accelerated Reader at WDES:
 Provide a QUIET place for your child to read every night.
 Students should know their independent reading level (the level that they are able to
read books on their own without any difficulty). When students read too far above their
reading level, the text is too difficult and they become frustrated and often give up.
 Students are encouraged to take an AR test within 24 hours of finishing a book. If they
wait too long, they may forget the content.
 Offer rewards at home if they are able to reach certain point levels.
 Celebrate their successes! If your child tells you they did well on an AR test at school,
show them that you are interested.
Do you have a boy at home who isn’t interested in reading? Please read the following page
for a list of wonderful books for boys! 
(P.S. Girls will like these, too) 
Thank you for all that you do to help your child become a successful reader!
Happy reading!
Mrs. Beth Scherm
Accelerated Reader Coordinator

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
• The 39 Clues
• Across Five Aprils
• The Adventures of
Huckleberry Finn
• The Adventure of Tintin
• Aesop’s Fables
• Artemis Fowl
• Babe the Gallant Pig
• Billy Budd
• Black Like Me
• The Book Thief
• Brian’s Winter
• Bridge to Terabithia
• Bud, Not Buddy
• The Butter Battle Book
• The Call of the Wild
• The Cat in the Hat by
Dr. Seuss
• Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory
• Charlotte’s Web
• The Chosen
• A Christmas Carol
• The Chronicles of
Narnia (series)
• Crossing the Wire
• David Copperfield
• Diary of a Wimpy Kid
(series)
• Defeat of the Ghost
Riders
• Discworld (series)
• Doctor Dolittle (series)
• Dune
• Encyclopedia Brown
(series)
• Everybody’s Revolution
• Falling Up
• Far North
• Football Genius
• The Friendship
• The Giving Tree

• The Graveyard Book
• Great Expectations
• The Great Quarterback
Switch
• Grimm’s Fairy Tales
• The Hardy Boys (series)
• Harry Potter (series)
• Hatchet
• The Hobbit
• Holes
• Honus & Me
• Horton Hears a Who!
• The Hunger Games
• James and the Giant
Peach
• Joey Pigza (series)
• Johnny Tremain
• A Light in the Attic
• Lord of the Flies
• The Lord of the Rings
(series)
• Magic Treehouse
(series)
• Maniac Magee
• Maximum Ride (series)
• The Maze Runner
• Mrs. Frisby and the Rats
of NIHM
• My Father’s Dragon
(series)
• My Side of the Mountain
• Of Mice and Men
• The Old Man and the
Sea
• Old Yeller
• On My Honor
• The Outsiders
• Percy Jackson &amp;
the Olympians (series)
• The Tale of Peter Rabbit
• The Phantom Tollbooth
• The Red Badge of
Courage

• The River
• Robinson Crusoe
• The Sea Wolf
• A Separate Peace
• A Series of Unfortunate
Events (series)
• The Shadow Children
(series)
• Shane
• Shiloh
• Siddhartha
• Sounder
• The Stinky Cheese Man
and Other Fairy Stupid
Tales
• The Strange Case of Dr.
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde
• Stuart Little
• Sunrise Over Fallujah
• The Tale of Despereaux
• Tales of a Fourth Grade
Nothing
• The Time Machine
• To Build a Fire
• To Kill a Mockingbird
• Travel Team
• Treasure Island
• Tuck Everlasting
• Tuesdays with Morrie
• The War of the Worlds
• Watership Down
• Wayside School (series)
• Where the Sidewalk
Ends
• Where the Red Fern
Grows
• Where the Wild Things
Are
• White Fang
• The Wind in the Willows
• A Wrinkle in Time	
  

	
  
	
  

Read Across America Day/ Literacy Night
On Thursday, March 2nd, students celebrated Dr. Seuss’ birthday across the country, and they
participated in large numbers at Washington District as well. Students from Pre-k to fifth grade
participated in Washington District’s Book Character Parade as they came to school dressed as
their favorite book character. Students and teachers had the opportunity to parade the hallways to
show other students their costumes. Some costumes included: Harry Potter, Fancy Nancy,
Amelia Bedelia, Clifford, Sports Legends, and more! Students also had the opportunity to hear
some of their favorite Dr. Seuss books read aloud by W&L high school students.
Not only was Read Across America Day a success and an absolute thrill but on Monday, March
6th, students and parents attended Literacy Night at Washington District Elementary School.
Literacy Night consisted of Pre-K through 5th grade students participating in Dr. Seuss literacy
games and crafts. These activities included: Cat in the Hat puppets, Lorax crafts, journals, a book
walk, and a green eggs rhyming hunt.
In addition to Literacy activities students also had a chance to earn prizes and enjoy Cat in the
Hat string cheese, One Fish Two Fish goldfish crackers, and a cold drink. The evening ended
with a wonderful performance from the first graders of Washington District Elementary School
as they sang a medley of songs from Seussical the Musical.

Baseball and Mathematics
March, 2017
Baseball players strive for a batting
average of .300. Ask a fifth grade
student that you know what
average means. Then help them
figure out how many hits a player
must get in ten at bats to maintain
a .300 batting average.
A player’s Batting Average (AVG) represents the
amount of hits
that the player accumulates per appearance at
the plate. To
compute batting average, you divide the number
of Base Hits (H)
by the number of At Bats (AB). The equation is:
(H) = AVG
(AB) (Rounded to 3 spaces after the decimal)
As the temperature begins to slowly
increase over the next few months, so
do the pressures that go along with
Benchmark and SOL testing. Students
who pass both their Reading and Math
benchmark tests with a score above
70%, or improve by 20% with a final
score above 60%, will have a chance
to go to a Richmond Flying Squirrels

baseball game. All students are
capable of passing All of their
benchmark tests. Please ask your
child about their test taking
strategies, in order to help them
achieve the highest score that
they can.

Math & Baseball Word Problems
You are at a Richmond Flying Squirrels game with your Dad and
two of your friends. The Squirrels score 6 runs in the 7th inning
and 3 more in the 8th inning. The opposing team scores 3 runs in
the 3rd inning and 5 runs in the 5th inning. Which team is leading
after the 7th inning? If no other runs are scored who wins the
game?

There are 28 players on the Richmond Flying Squirrels roster,
and each player autographs 3 baseballs to give to charity.
How many total autographed baseballs do the Squirrels have
available to donate to various charities?

Free Tickets to the Flying Squirrels
The Richmond Flying Squirrels also
offer FREE tickets to elementary
students that receive ‘A’s on their
report cards. This is through the Flying
Squirrels, not through Washington
District. This is also completely
separate from the Benchmark
incentive that we are offering the
students.Please go to the following link
to learn more:
http://www.milb.com/index.jsp?sid=t3
410
Click on the ‘Community’ tab
Click on ‘A XA Score an A Program’

WDES April PTO - April 3rd, 2017
6:00 p.m.
On April 3, 2017, School Resource Officer, Kim
Simon will conduct an important presentation
on internet safety for all parents with children
grades PK-5 at Washington District. The dynamic program will help parents of all school
age students recognize, prevent and avoid the
electronic dangers their children may face in
this computerized age. The program will be
held at the Washington District at 6 p.m. on
Monday, April 3, 2017 and is designed for children and parents.

Parenting “wired” children can be difficult,
especially if you did not grow up with the
same technologies. The NetSmartz Workshop is an interactive, educational program
of the National Center for Missing & Exploited Children (NCMEC). The program
offers age-appropriate resources to help
teach children how to be safer on and
offline. Deputy Simon will utilize videos and
games while educating parents and teachers.
Come join us for an informational meeting on April 3rd with Deputy Simon! We
will also have a very special ceremony to
dedicate our new American and Virginia
flags that Mr. Ralph Fallin, our school
board chairman, helped us acquire. Also, our third grade students will be performing! Don’t miss this exciting and
informative event!

