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Dear WDES Families,
We would like to welcome everyone back from the winter break and hope that all were able to enjoy the
time to relax and participate in some memorable activities with family and friends. We cannot believe that
half of the school year is over. We hope that everyone has been reenergized over the holiday and are
ready to reflect and regroup so that we can work even harder toward our vision.
In looking ahead, we will be working diligently to prepare our students for the high stakes testing that will
be approaching this spring. We want to ask our families to be mindful of re-establishing the necessary
routines to ensure that your students are in attendance and on-time each morning to get each school day
off to a great start. January is a very productive month in which the students cover a lot of new material. It
is therefore important to re-establish routines and make sure your child gets plenty of rest. Please continue
to make reading an important part of your child’s daily habits. The focus is on not just reading to read, but
reading to learn.
In regards to calendar items, the end of the second quarter is Thursday, January 26th. There are two
teacher workdays upcoming on Friday, January 27th and Monday, January 30th. This means that there will
be no school for students. Report cards will be going home with students on Thursday, February 2nd. On
Monday, February 6th there will be a PTO Meeting and it will feature “Math Night” a Washington District
tradition of showcasing the skills of the students of Washington District in math as they have been
working with our beloved Math Specialist Mr. Scherm. It will also feature a performance from Pre-K and
Kindergarten. Please join us for this fantastic event that will be from 6-7pm.
In closing, we want to thank all of our families for all that you do in supporting our students and teachers
as we look forward to an outstanding second half of the school year here at Washington District
Elementary School!
Thank You,
WDES

Important Dates to Remember!



January 24
January 26





January 27 & 30
January 31
February 2





February 6
February 7
February 9

After School Tutoring for Reading for Grades 3-5
After School Tutoring for Math for Grades 3-5
End of 2nd Quarter
Teacher Workdays—No school for students
After School Tutoring for Reading Grades 3-5
Report Cards Go Home
After School Tutoring for Math Grades 3-5
6:00 PTO, Math Night
After School Tutoring for Reading Grades 3-5
After School Tutoring for Math Grades 3-5

Character Awards Kindness
During the month of December, students were learning about “Kindness”. Students were
chosen by their teachers for showing the Character Trait. Students were then given a
certificate from administration for showing kindness! The picture below shows the students
who were selected for this acknowledgement on Dec. 20th in our front lobby! We are so proud
of them!

Here are the students that were chosen for the character award Kindness: Malachi Campbell, Avonnia
McDowney, Karsen Sprouse, Natalie Phillips, Maisy Marsh, Aiden McCutchen, Lillian MacNamara,
Isabella Glading, Jackson Jones, Rylynn Balderson, Marco Medina, Amayah Smith, Erika Brazelton,
Taliyah Watson, George Oliver III, Bre’Niyah Brooks, Felicity Quail, Elizabeth Garcia, Cheyenne Lynn,
Amara Gaskins, Gabriela Ibanez-Martinez, Alyuiah Groves, Brooklyn Williams

Spelling Bee Winners
We celebrate the excellence
of all who participated and
particularly the following
students who were crowned
victorious here at
Washington District
Elementary.
Madison Clark, Marlee
Mountjoy, Jamie Pickett,
Cahlil Johnson, Addison
Hinson, Channing Mayer,
Emma Martin, Alijah
Shelton, Rylee Allen, Sydney
Tuner

Alyssa Herrera
Grade: 4
Teacher: Ms. Naylor/Mrs. McMonagle

“I would like to nominate Alyssa Herrera for Kindness. Not only is she a hardworking student, but she is so generous to all of her classmates. She willingly
offers assistance to anyone who needs it. She has even read aloud assignments
to a child who is a struggling reader. She is very respectful to her peers and her
teachers. She is truly one of a kind!” – Mrs. McMonagle
“Alyssa is a very kind to other students. She's helpful when it comes to helping
others complete their work. She's is very patient when working with others
too. Alyssa always offers kind words to others and is a great friend to many
students. I enjoy having her in my classroom. She is so positive and always has
a smile on her face.” – Ms. Naylor

WDES FRONT OFFICE
We want to take this opportunity to wish all our WDES families a happy and healthy new
year. We hope your holiday was relaxing and filled with memories to cherish with family
and friends. Please also visit our website at http://wd.wmlcps.org/.

In the event of inclement weather, you will receive an automated phone call.
Also, please stay tuned to the following:
Radio Stations (WRAR 105.5, WNNT 107.5, B101.5)
Television (CBS 6, Channel 12)
https://www.schoolsout.com/

Just a reminder, WDES will be closed to students on Friday, January 27th and Monday,
January 30th for Teacher Workdays/Professional Development Days. Students will
return on Tuesday, January 31st, 2017.

It is imperative that we have up-to-date home phone numbers, cell phone numbers, and
current email addresses. If you have recently had a change, please make sure to call
the school and let us know of any updates.

Valentine’s Day is approaching and in the past we’ve had flowers, balloons, and candy
delivered to the school and the students are often overjoyed to see their gifts.
Unfortunately, if the item can’t fit in their book bag, they are unable to carry them on the
bus for safety reasons. Therefore, a parent/guardian would have to pick up these items
from school. Also, please remember that if you are passing out cards to not include edible
items due to food allergies.

Student safety is a high priority for WDES. Therefore, we make every effort to ensure that
all students are under appropriate supervision until they return to you at the end of their
school day. For that reason, we are concerned about students who are left after car rider
dismissal.. The Front Office is extremely busy during dismissal are not able to provide
supervision for students left in this situation. In addition, children can feel confused and
apprehensive when they are not picked up on time. For your convenience, YMCA offers
after school care. Please contact them at (804) 493‐8163 for any questions. You can also
pick up an application at the Front Office.

We need to have all transportation arrangements and phone calls finalized by 1:00PM.
We do realize emergencies arise and some might have to call after this, but it is our goal to
make sure every child is on the right bus and going to the right place. Written bus notes are
required of students who wish to ride on a school bus other than their assigned route
to/from school.
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to give us a call at (804) 2249100.
WDES Secretaries
Mrs. Turner, Mrs. Dickerson, Mrs. Henry

Notes from the School Nurse-Mrs. Forrest

PLEASE READ, VERY IMPORTANT!
For safety reasons ALL medications must be brought into
school by an adult. Prescription medications should be in
its original package with the prescription label intact.
Over the counter medications should be brought in its
original unopened container. Both over the counter and
prescription medications require a Medical Authoriztion
form to be filled out. NO medication should be sent in
with a student

Reminders:
It is flu season and there have been a few confirmed cases of the flu, with that in mind,
it is very important that you keep your child home if he/she is sick. Any child who is
determined to be sick at school will be sent home in order to prevent the spread of
illness.


Please keep your child home if he/she has ANY of the following:
o A temperature of 100.4 degrees or higher
o Diarrhea (with or without a fever)
o Vomiting (with or without a fever)

o Rash of unknown origin
o Earache (with or without fever)


Your child may return to school when he/she:
o Is fever free for 24 hours without the use of fever reducing medications
(Tylenol, Motrin, etc).
o Free of diarrhea for 24 hours
o Free of vomiting for 24 hour



Also if your child wakes up with red eyes or their eyes “glued” shut
please keep your child at home. This is a sure sign of conjunctivitis
(pink eye) which is very contagious and spreads very quickly.

As always if you have any health related questions, please do not hesitate to contact
me. I can be reached via email: mossmk@wmlcps.org

Awards Assemblies
On February 24th, Grades K‐2 at 12:30 and Grades 3‐5 1:45.
Come join us!

News from the Specials
NOTES FROM THE MUSIC ROOM

Here we are in a new year and we’re excited! In this second half of the
school year we are diving deeper into the world of music! The same way
all of us come from a family, this go around, students will be learning
about the different families found in musical instruments as well as the
different genres or styles that music possesses. I also encourage you to
save the date: Monday, May 8, 2017 at 6:00pm!!! That is the day and
time of our Spring Concert and I invite all of you to come. In December,
we enjoyed our 3rd, 4th and 5th graders as they performed classic
sounds of Christmas. Now, in the spring you will have the opportunity to
hear from our PreK/Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd graders!!! They are
already excited and anxiously await the chance to perform for you!

In the Gym
Parents/Guardians, please help me to keep your students safe
by encouraging them to wear appropriate shoes to PE. Boots that
resemble UGGs or boots that have felt tread are usually very
slippery when worn on the smooth tile floor in the gym. If your
children have this type of boot, please have them bring sneakers in
their bags; they will be given time to change at the beginning of PE.
Mr. Ashton’s PE classes are beginning a basketball unit which
includes dribbling passing and shooting.

Library News
Overdue and missing book notices are being sent home on a
regular basis. In some cases, we have students who still have books
checked out from the last school year. Please check your cars, houses,
and under beds for missing books. If students are unable to find missing
books, you will need to reimburse Washington District Elementary
School for the cost of the book. This cost is noted on the notice. Please
make checks out to WDES. If a book is later found, you may return it for
a full refund if the book is in good condition. Remember, our books
have a barcode label on the book indicating that the book is the
property of WDES. Thank you for helping to maintain our inventory of
books for all students to enjoy.
News from the Art Room
January is off to a busy start in the art room. Students have been
creating beautiful pieces of art. Hopefully the fronts of your
refrigerators are covered with your child’s masterpieces. Please
continue to save clean Styrofoam trays and egg cartons for the art
room. Thanks to all of you who sent in additional T‐shirts. Don’t forget
that we have handmade items for sale in the Art room and at our PTO
meetings. All the money raised goes directly back into the program to
buy more art supplies for your children. The following items are
available for purchase: Large Melted Glass Bottle Cheese Trays $5 each,
Small Melted Glass Bottle Spoon Rests $5 each, Large Melted Glass
Bottle Dishes $10 each, Notecards made from student artwork $1 each,
Melted Glass Night Lights $10, Melted Glass Keychains $5, Necklaces
$5, and Earrings $1 each.

Safety Reminder …..
WE hold student safety as the most important job we have! Working in partnership
with parents, we can do more for our students! Please do not drop off your child
before 7:45am. There is no supervision that can be provided to your child before
this time. We appreciate your help with this important information!

Lost and Found
There are many items in the lost and found collection box. Please stop by the box in
the front foyer if your child is missing an item such as a coat, jacket, or hat. To help
ensure return of these necessary items, please make sure you mark your child’s
name in winter clothing. Thanks!

Pre-K Happenings
Happy New Year!! After our winter break, a few snow days
and delayed openings, our Pre-K students are getting back into our school routine.
We have been busy with assessments for; letter recognition, sounds, rhyming,
segmentation, number sense, colors, shapes, sorting and patterns. The student’s hard
work is paying off with marked improvements noted on their assessments. We also
began a new unit on “Animals” learning about animal’s needs, habitats and
characteristics. Acting like scientists by using magnifying glasses, the students
explored animal books to identify animal habitats and classifications. The students
learned about real and make believe stories, and are working to identify the
differences between them. Some sight words were introduced and the students are
excited when they identify these words in stories. They continued learning new
rhymes and finger plays, AABB and ABC patterns, and expanding their writing
skills in their journals. As a reminder, please remember to have your student
complete and return their homework weekly. This is a great way for students to
practice skills being taught at school.

Kindergarten
Happy New Year! We cannot believe it is 2017 already. The New Year gave us a
great learning opportunity with the calendar showing that we can change not
only the month but also the year.
Reading‐ We are currently working on how to ask and respond to questions in
nonfiction text. We use the 5 W’s to help with this (who, what, when, where,
why and don’t forget how). Make sure while reading to your child at home you
both ask questions about the text. Review sight words and continue to work on
word sorts.
Writing‐ The students continue to produce informational writing. We have
been concentrating on “How to… “One of the student’s favorites to write was
“How to make a snow man.”
Math‐ Currently, we are working on nonstandard and standard forms of
measurement. We use unifix cubes, blocks, teddy bears, etc. to explore
nonstandard forms of measurement. We also explored with rulers for length,
scales for weight, thermometers for temperature, calendar for time/date. This
will lead into our lesson on clocks for telling time.
Science/Social Studies‐ We started off the month studying ice, water, and
matter. The students really loved exploring that water can freeze and then be
turned back into water. As holidays approach, we will be learning about the
important people of whom we celebrate. We are learning this month about
Martin Luther King, Jr.

First Grade
Here in first grade we are starting the year 2017 off the right way!
We are learning and doing a lot of important things. In math we are
practicing identifying and adding pennies, nickels, dimes, and
quarters. In science, we are learning about the four seasons and the changes that come with them.
Our focus is on how humans, animals, and plants change with the seasons. Our social studies
focus has been on people influential to early colonial Virginia history. So far, we have learned
about Powhatan and Pocahontas. Now we are beginning to learn about Christopher Newport.
Reading and writing are focusing on non-fiction texts, text features, ABC order, and report
writing. We have also just completed mid-year PALs testing in first grade. You can look forward
to your child’s improved reading level on report cards which will be coming home on February
2nd. In February we will also be celebrating the 100th Day of School and Valentine’s Day! We
ask that you only send in non-edible treats. Just a reminder, on days when there is a two-hour
delay, the school does not serve breakfast.
For updated information about first grade, check out our new website:
http://wdesfirstgrade.weebly.com/

Take a Look at What We’re Learning In 2nd!
Reading: Our students are learning how to locate and answer questions using non-fiction
materials. Students will demonstrate an understanding of main idea and supporting details in
nonfiction text. In the upcoming weeks, we will practice alphabetical order to the third letter,
and locate guide words, entry words, and definitions in a dictionary.
Writing: We have been working to demonstrate an understanding of contractions as well as
meaning of prefixes/suffixes. We have also been practicing hard to improve our skills on writing
a personal narrative/expository paragraph. Our next type of writing will be a research paper
about an animal.
Math: Our second graders have been learning how to solve two digit subtraction problems with
regrouping, estimating the difference of 2-digit subtraction problems as well as solving word
problems. Our next unit will focus on counting money.
Social Studies: Our students have finished their Economics unit and have started learning about
several Famous Americans such as, Martin Luther King Jr., George Washington, Abraham
Lincoln, Helen Keller, Benjamin Franklin, George Washington Carver, Rosa Parks, Thurgood
Marshall, and Cesar Chavez
Science: We are finishing up our unit on Plant and animal adaptations. We will begin our unit on
plant life cycles and their benefits.
**The second grade classes will also be reviewing previous units and test taking strategies
to prepare for our second quarter benchmark tests.

Third Grade
In math students will be learning about measurement. The students will estimate and use
U.S. Customary and metric units to measure length to the nearest ½ inch, inch, foot, yard,
centimeter, and meter. They will also be learning about weight, mass, and liquid volume.
In science students will investigate and understand the basic patterns and cycles occurring
in nature. They will be learning about patterns of natural events such as day and night,
seasonal change, and phases of the moon, tides, and the water cycle.
In social studies we will be learning about Mali. Students will be learning about Mali’s
architecture, government, and human and physical characteristics. They will also be able to
locate Mali on a Map.
This month in Reading, students will be working on identifying the characteristics and
determining the main idea of functional formats, such as recipes, flyers, advertisements,
etc. They will also be learning how to write a report.
It is important that you continue to encourage students to read for at least 15 minutes each
night and ask them questions about what they are reading. Students would also benefit
from practicing their multiplication and division facts every night.

Black History Month Upcoming….
Black History Month, or National African American History Month, is an annual celebration of
achievements by Black Americans and a time for recognizing the central role of African
Americans in U.S. history. Since 1976, every U.S. president has officially designated the month
of February as Black History Month. At Washington District Elementary School we are excited
to celebrate Black History Month, and our staff has several engaging activities to supplement our
curriculum during the month of February. During the month of February, information, pictures,
and artifacts recognizing the many contributions of African Americans will be on display
throughout our building.

Fourth Grade

In reading, we will be continuing with nonfiction stories, cause and effect
relationships, determining the main idea and author’s purpose of a story. We will
then be moving into poetry. The students will be able to explain events in poetry,
what happens in poetry and why based on specific information. In writing, we are
working on an animal research project. Students will be using books and the
internet to research information and write an informational essay on their animal.
In math, we are finishing up our unit on decimals and are looking forward to a
fun probability and geometry unit! For probability, students will be able to predict
the likelihood of an outcome of a simple event, and represent probability as a
number between 0 and 1 (with zero being impossible and 1 being certain). For
geometry, students will be learning about points, lines, rays, and identifying lines
that are parallel, perpendicular, and intersecting. We will also be learning about
congruency, identifying shapes after geometric transformations (translations,
rotations, and reflections), and identifying polygons with ten or fewer sides. We
will end our geometry unit with recognizing, creating, and extending numerical and
geometric patterns.
In science, the students will be learning about electricity! The students will
learn about, diagram, and create functioning circuits! They will explore how series
and parallel circuits are made using dry cells, wires, switches, bulbs, and bulb
holders. They will also be able to differentiate between open and closed circuits.
We will also be learning about different types of energy including radiant, thermal,
and mechanical energy. This unit also allows the students to investigate with
magnets and electromagnets! Students will learn how to create electromagnets
from a piece of metal, some wire, and a battery. The contributions of Ben Franklin,
Michael Faraday, and Thomas Edison to the understanding and harnessing of
electricity will be studied as well.
In Virginia studies we will be learning about the Civil War. Students will
demonstrate knowledge of the issues that divided our nation and let to the Civil
War by identifying the events and differences between northern and southern
states that divided Virginians and led to secession, war, and the creation of West
Virginia.

5th Grade
We have left the “wonderful world of fractions” in math class, but we have not forgotten it. We
will continue to review these concepts for the rest of the year. For students that continue to need
remediation in fraction concepts, it would be helpful to take their math textbook home each night.
There are many review questions throughout the fraction unit.
Our next unit is Data and Probability. Children will learn how to find the Median, Mode, Mean
and Range. They will also learn the differences between Measures of Center and Range. Children will
also learn new ways to keep data organized such as Tree Diagrams and Stem and Leaf Plots. We are also
preparing for the 2nd Benchmarks that are coming up soon. Please ensure that your child practices past
skills at home, especially during snow days.
In reading, students are working hard on understanding the structure of, and meaning of,
expository text. We are also investigating multiple meaning words, homophones, and homographs. In
writing, we will be working on a few prompts over the next few weeks. In addition to writing, we have
been participating in PALS testing. This testing was also done in the fall. The PALS test assesses the
students’ reading levels.
The next Science unit is about Oceans. Students will explore the various geological features of
the ocean floor as well as the physical characteristics of the ocean (ex. salinity, wave formation, and
causes of tides). The unit will also include the ecological connections between organisms and the
varying depths of the ocean environment. If the Disney movie Finding Nemo is in your family’s
collection, be sure to enjoy the movie with your child on a cold evening or weekend. It brings out many
details that are included in this unit’s curriculum.
In history, we have been learning about the American Revolution and the birth of a new nation.
We are preparing ourselves to hop on the ole Wagon Train and head West. We will be learning about
the Westward Expansion of the United States. In order to understand the trials and challenges that the
pioneers faced, students will be completing simulation activities that put them in the shoes of pioneers.
Will they survive?
Please be sure that your child wears weather appropriate coats during the winter months. It is
difficult to get outside recess, but we want all children to be properly clothed when we want to go
outside. Also, with benchmarks coming up the next few weeks, please do everything you can to get
your child to school on time. If they miss a test, they will have to make it up and will miss class time.

News from the Reading Team
It has been chilly outside, but the weather is perfect for cuddling up and reading a good book!
You could read aloud to your child or help your child choose a book that is at their level. When
choosing a book, have the child hold up a finger for each word that they do not know on a page. If
they are holding up five or more fingers at the end of the page, then the books is probably too
difficult. Remember that choosing an appropriate leveled book is important because your child
should have many successful reading experiences, and that will also increase his or her enjoyment of
reading.
Kindergarten and first grade students have been working on nonfiction. They have enjoyed
topics such as Martin Luther King, Jr., habitats, animals, and weather. They have also been making
connections between reading and writing by writing short informational reports on some of these
topics. Not only is it important for the students to answer questions about what they read, but they
should also be able to ask further questions about the topic. We encourage them to begin with “I
wonder…” and then ask questions about what they would like to continue learning about. Your child
could practice forming questions by asking questions about photographs, pictures in the newspaper,
or store ads. They may need to be reminded to begin with questions words: who, what, when,
where, why, and how.
Second and third grade have been working on nonfiction as well. During our writing block,
students have enjoyed composing simple reports about topics they are studying in their content area
classes. During our reading block, students have enjoyed reading about historical figures, living
things, historical places, events, and topics related to science and social studies. In addition, students
are learning how to determine the main idea of a nonfiction book or passage. We encourage our
second and third graders to think and ask questions before they read, while they read, and after they
read. Whether reading at home or at school, asking and answering questions helps your child clarify
and deepen their understanding of the text they are reading.
It may be winter, but things are HOT in fourth and fifth grade as they continue working hard
in reading and writing! Fourth graders are focusing on asking and answering questions in nonfiction
texts, identifying and consulting word reference materials including the glossary, dictionary, and
thesaurus, and also practicing how to select the correct meaning of multiple meaning words. In
writing, our fabulous fourth and fifth graders are focusing on writing a research paper. Both grade
levels are having a lot of fun researching their topic, learning how to use different resources to find
information, and how not to plagiarize.
In reading, our fantastic fifth graders are focusing on structural and organizational patterns
in nonfiction text (compare/contrast, cause/effect, sequential/chronological, problem/solution),
identifying cause and effect relationships in nonfiction text, and applying knowledge of prefixes and
suffixes to decode words.
Washington District is excited to announce its fourth annual All‐School Read which is
beginning in March! This is a wonderful activity to share the love of reading with your child!

WDES Reading Specialists:
Jocelyn Mir (K and 1st grade) mirjm@wmlcps.org
Sandy Sullivan (2nd and 3rd grade) sullivanse@wmlcps.org
Beth Scherm (4th and 5th grade) schermbe@wmlcps.org

Wondering what our book will be for our
All‐School Read? Here’s a clue:

PTO Meeting: Pre-K/Kindergarten Performances and Math
Night
February 6th, 6-7 p.m.
This year’s theme for Math
Night is STEM. Stem is an
acronym for science,
technology, engineering, and
math. Students in each grade
level will have a chance to
participate in a STEM activity.
Pre-k students will experiment
with making pretzel shapes.
Kindergartners will create and
launch straw and balloon
rockets. Kindergartners and
students in pre-k will receive a
few math manipulatives.
First and second graders will
create junk boats using
aluminum foil and well….junk.
They will also create and race
Life Saver race cars.
Third through fifth graders will
participate in an egg drop
activity. The will also create
geodesic domes out of gum
drops and toothpicks. Students
in first through fifth grade will
be entered into a drawing to win
one of five cool STEM kits!

