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Dear WDES Families,
Spring is here and excitement is in the air as we continue to have a wonderful year of learning
here at Washington District. As always, we greatly appreciate the combined efforts of all as we
support our students in successfully meeting the highest of standards set before them!
As we enter the month of May, our teachers and staff continue to introduce and review rigorous
academic skills and content across all grade levels. With roughly 3 weeks remaining before our
SOL testing weeks, it is imperative that our students are present each day and eager to actively
participate in applying the purposeful teaching and learning taking place. As such, testing in
grades 3 through 5 will begin on Monday, May 8 and continue through Friday, May 26. During
this testing window, please be sure to support your students by having them at school on time
each morning, having had a good, nutritious breakfast, and well-rested from the night before. We
thank you in advance for your continued support as our students excel during our SOL testing!
In addition to our SOL testing, there are a few additional dates and events to highlight. The
Awards Assemblies will take place on Friday April 28. Kindergarten through 2nd grade will be
from 12:30 to 1:30. 3rd grade through 5th grade with be from 1:45 to 2:45. Teacher Appreciation
Week begins the week of May 1 to May 5. This is also the time that PALS testing here at
Washington District will begin as well. Our Washington District chorus will perform on
Monday, May 8 for the annual Spring Concert. In addition, interim reports will also be going
home with students on Monday, May 15.
With the end of the school year quickly approaching, we want to thank each of you for your
ongoing support of our students, our teachers and staff, and our mission here at Washington
District. This year has been, and continues to be, a success due to the collective efforts of all in
providing opportunities for our students to succeed and grow.

Thank You,
WDES

Important Dates to Remember!



April 26
April 27



April 28





May 1-5
May 2
May 8

Baseball Trip – Grades 2-5
2nd Grade Field Trip
After School Tutoring for Math Grades 3-5
Awards Assemblies
K-2 at 12:30
3-5 at 1:45
Teacher Appreciation Week
After School Tutoring for Reading Grades 3-5
PTO Spring Concert – WDES Choir Performs
SOL Testing Begins Grades 3-5

Character Awards Perseverance
During the month of March, students were learning about “Perseverance”. Students were
chosen by their teachers for showing the Character Trait. Students were then given a
certificate and a book from administration for showing perseverance! The picture below
shows the students who were selected for this acknowledgement on March 31st in our front
lobby! We are so proud of them!

Here are the students that were chosen for the character award Respect: Keyon Adams, Jackson
Gayle, Olivia Forrest, Leyton Tucker, Alex Ochoa, Tyler Gillikin, Marissa Dawson, Autumn
Gibson, Lucas Johnson, Sanaiya Davis, Marvin Gonzalez, Melvin Turner, Emma Burgess,
Madison Inman, Isabella Gillow, Johnnie Johnson, Derrell Alexander, Kirsten Moss, Hayan
Meheula, Kailen Harris, Aaliyah Johnson, Cali Quade

Lost and Found
There are many items in the lost and found collection box. Please stop
by the box in the front foyer if your child is missing an item such as a
coat, jacket, or hat. To help ensure return of these necessary items,
please make sure you mark your child’s name in all outdoor clothing.
Thanks!

WDES FRONT OFFICE
Please take a look at the happenings/reminders from the Front Office.
Please also visit our website at http://wd.wmlcps.org/.

May 1st - May 5th is Teacher Appreciation Week. They work extremely hard to assure that
students learn and enjoy school. Thank you, WDES teachers, for your love of children and
making your classrooms warm and inviting!

Awards Assemblies will be held on Friday, April 28th, 2017 in the Gym
Kindergarten - Second Grade
12:30pm
Third - Fifth Grade
1:45pm

The fax line at WDES is currently out of service. If you have a fax, please send it to the School
Board Office fax line at (804) 493-9323 and it will be delivered to WDES.. We are sorry for the
inconvenience!

The Make Up Day for the spring individual pictures are scheduled for Thursday, May 4th, 2017.
Picture forms will be sent home next week. Please note that if you wish to purchase pictures that
money/forms must be sent with your student prior to or the morning of May 4th, 2017.

Just a reminder, WDES will be closed to students on Monday, May 29th, 2017 for Memorial
Day. Students will return on Tuesday, May 30th, 2017.

The 2016-2017 Yearbooks have arrived. It’s not too late to order yours now. Please fill out the
order form and send $20.00 with your student to purchase one.

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to give us a call at
(804) 224-9100.
WDES Secretaries
Mrs. Turner, Mrs. Dickerson, Mrs. Henry

Dress Code Reminder:
With the spring approaching, this is just a reminder that
appropriate dress includes clothing that covers the body
sufficiently so as not to attract excessive attention to
oneself. The braless look, see-through apparel, tube tops,
tank tops, halter tops, mid-cut shirt/tops, pajamas,
swimwear, and mini-skirts are not acceptable.
Students in grades K-5 may wear shorts, skorts,
and capris of appropriate length in regular classes.

News from the Art Room

The students of WDES have been very busy this past month working on beautiful
pieces of art. The Westmoreland County Student Art Show is over for this year. I
am proud to announce that Addison Hinson won 1st place for her Clay Aquatic
Environment (5th Grade); Evelyn Medina won 2nd place for her Clay Fish Dish (4th
Grade), and Jackson Jones won 3rd place for his African Shield Design (1st
Grade). We had twenty six entries from our school and they were all winning
pieces of artwork in my eyes.
Please continue to save clean Styrofoam trays and egg cartons for the art room.
Don’t forget that we have handmade items for sale in the Art room. All the money
raised goes directly back into the program to buy more art supplies for your
children. The following items are available for purchase: Large Melted Glass
Bottle Cheese Trays $5 each, Small Melted Glass Bottle Spoon Rest $5 each,
Large Melted Glass Bottle Dishes $10 each, Melted Glass Necklaces and Key
Chains $4 each, Melted Glass Night Lights $10 each. Thank you for your support!

Notes from the Music Room
The Music Room is chirping with sounds of
spring. Kindergarten, First and Second graders
are preparing for the Annual Spring Concert. The
Concert will be held Monday, May 8th, 2017 at
6pm. All students in those grades are invited to
participate. If you would like your child to be a
part of this event, please sign and return the

permission form to your child’s teacher as soon as possible, no later than May 1st.
Upper grades have been working on naming notes within the Treble Clef Staff.
They have worked on finding notes on the keyboard and explored writing notes
onto the staff. Please don’t forget to mark your calendar for our Spring Concert.
That’s Monday, May 8th at 6pm.

News from PE
Field Day is May 30 and there are 2 rain dates, May 31
and June 9. A letter will be going home with your child
explaining what we need help with and volunteer info in
two weeks. I am still encouraging students to continue to
wear tennis shoes in gym.

News from the Library
Students have been very busy in library learning beginning letters,
word families, sight words, synonyms and antonyms,
homographs, alphabetical order and using the thesaurus and
dictionaries to learn new words. Encourage your student to use a
multitude of words in his/her writing to make it more descriptive and interestinguse those synonyms! All of these skills that you can practice at home with your
student will help them achieve more on all assignments. Please remember to read
with or have your student read each and every day. There is nothing more relaxing
than settling down with a good book! In addition, the more you read, the more you
increase your vocabulary base.
Finally, please, please check for those missing library books. We have many
students who have misplaced books that are possibly hiding in out of the way
places at home.

“The value of early education is imperative to the future academic success and
the growth of children’s intellectual development” (Virginia’s Foundation Blocks
for Early Learning: Comprehensive Standards for Four‐Year‐Olds, pg. 7)

Our caterpillars have arrived!!! We are so excited to watch them
go through their changes to become butterflies. We have
finished up the thematic unit “Nature All Around Us” where we
have learned about the how plants grow, sun and moon, the
weather, and the seasons.
The next thematic unit is “Moving On” We will be looking back at
all the exciting things we have learned this year. We will also be
looking ahead towards kindergarten and all the new adventures.

Websites for our Pre‐K Students





www.starfall.com
www.pbskids.org
www.abcya.com
http://www.sheppardsoftware
.com/preschool/preschool.ht
m
 www.sesamestreet.org/home
i j
Thank you for everything that you do! Remember to
read with your child every day, and continue to do
your child’s homework to help build the
relationship between home and school.
Sincerely,
Ms. Kowalczyk, Mrs. Johnson, Ms. Thompson, and
Mrs. Smith

!IMPORTANT WEBSITES!
www.misskowalczyk.weebly.com
www.bigday.grolier.com

Kindergarten
Kindergarten has had a busy time since we last wrote.
In Math we completed our adding and subtracting unit. We even extended the
concept by introducing simple word problems. We then moved to tallying and
have had lots of fun. We have been tallying the day’s weather, who brings their
lunch, our favorite foods and much more. We are going to work with geometric
shapes next. We will explore the vertices and edges of shapes figuring out how
many each basic shape has.
In Language we will continue to read daily. We will read in large and small groups
and hopefully at home as well. We will begin reviewing skills for the upcoming
PALs test given in May. We will cover rhyming, beginning sounds, spelling and
concept of word skills.
Spring is an exciting time in science. We began our life cycle unit by studying
plants. We learned what a plant needs to live and the parts of a plant. We also
sequenced the growing process. We then moved to the life cycle of butterflies.
They learned the metamorphosis steps of going from an egg to a caterpillar,
chrysalis to a butterfly
Ask your child to share what they are doing in school. Maybe you could plan to go
to the local library to look for more information about what excites them or draw
a picture and write a story.

First Grade
The first graders had a wonderful time on their field trip on April 19th. We visited George Washington’s Birthplace
in the morning. Students were able to see what life would have been like when George Washington was a young
boy. After a picnic lunch beside the Potomac River, we headed over to Westmoreland State Park. Ranger Tom
showed students different types of fossils they could find in the Potomac River. Students then made butterflies
with Ranger Kevin. We wanted to extend a huge thank you to the amazing parents who chaperoned our trip with
us. It truly was a great day!
The end of the school year is quickly approaching and the first graders are working as hard as ever in
preparation for second grade! The PALS test will be administered to first graders on May 8th and 9th. So keep up
all the extra support with reading and writing at home each night! It’s always amazing this time of year to see
how far students have come in first grade.

Read All About What Second Grade Is Learning!
Reading:
In second grade, we continue to use our comprehension skills to explore fiction and nonfiction
stories. We have also been reviewing skills such as, inferring, main idea/details, summarizing,
and drawing conclusions with passages across our content areas. Please continue to have your
child read at home nightly.
Writing:
We are learning how to write a research paper on a specific topic. The students are being
taught how to find information in books, as well as, put it into their own words as they write
their paragraphs. Please help your child practice journaling at home about events and places
your family visits on the weekends.
Math:
Our students have started their unit on measurement. We have learned how to properly
measure an object using inches and centimeters. Next, we will be exploring capacity, weight
and review reading a thermometer. The students will learn the units of gallons, liters, pints,
and cups. They will study weight, using standard and metric units. Have your students practice
measuring things around the house.
Science:
In science, we are exploring several different animal habitats. We are talking about animal’s
needs. We discuss what makes good shelters. We talk about how animals can find food and
water to help them survive in their habitat. We will then delve into the world of fossils.
Social Studies:
Our students are learning about diversity in social studies. We have been talking a lot about
traditions, cultures, and customs that take place in different homes across the United States.
We have learned the importance of diversity and how it has helped to shape our country.

Third Grade
Math- We are finishing up our Probability unit this week in math. Once we are
done we will begin reviewing for our upcoming math SOL. We will be reviewing
using a variety of different strategies like review packets, practice test, review
games, and stations.
Science- We are finishing up our unit on matter. During this unit we completed
multiple experiments in order to understand matter. They completed a watery
experiment where they placed ice cubes outside in the sun, one on a black piece of
paper and one on a white piece of paper. Students then got see that the sun will
cause an ice cube on black paper to melt quicker than on the white paper because
the black paper absorbs more heat.
Social studies – We have finished our social studies units for the year. We are
working to review for our upcoming benchmark.
Reading & Writing- : In reading we are reviewing context clues, main idea and
supporting detail, functional format, and poetry. We are also practicing test taking
strategies each day in class reviewing how to take a test by highlighting key words,
going back and finding the answers in the passage, and crossing out the answer
choices that don’t make sense. We will also be reviewing key vocabulary.
Helpful learning websites include, but are not
limited to, hoodamath.com, mathplayground.com,
multiplication.com, kids.nationalgeographic.com,
funbrain.com, abcya.com, and brainpop.com.

Fourth Grade
Since SOLs are just around the corner, the students are doing a lot of
practice to prepare for the test. We will be going over previously learned
information including fact and opinion, as well as affixes. Test taking
strategies and vocabulary words will also be a big focus. . As always, reading
20-30 minutes each day with your child is very effective in improving their
reading skills!
In math, we are finishing up our unit on measurement. We will be
working on US Customary measurement of capacity. Students will learn how
many cups make a pint, how many pints make a quart, how many quarts make a
gallon, and when to use each unit of measurement. After the measurement
unit we will begin reviewing for the math SOL! Please continue practicing
basic math facts with your child!
Our last unit in Virginia Studies will focus on Virginia in the 20th and
21st century. Students will learn how the state has prospered and how it
contributes to our global economy. They will also learn about Massive
Resistance and how all schools became integrated. There are some important
people they will need to know including; Harry F. Byrd, Woodrow Wilson,
George C. Marshall, A. Linwood Holten, Oliver W. Hill, L. Douglas Wilder,
Maggie L. Walker, and Arthur Ashe. We will also be learning the products
and industries of each of Virginia’s five regions.
In science, students will learn about outer space! Students will learn
the order of the planets, the motion of the Earth and moon as they revolve
around the sun, the causes for Earth’s seasons, as well as the phases of the
moon.

Fifth Grade
Language Arts
Our Reading SOL tests are right around the corner! Over the
next few weeks we will be spending a lot of time reviewing and
fine tuning our comprehension, vocabulary, and writing skills.
Reading is essential in life and therefore should be practiced
daily. While school is out for the summer, children need to keep reading. They can get a book
from the public library for free and many offer summer reading programs. If they have a
smartphone or other capable device, they can download books for a fee. Reading on a daily
basis will help your child be better prepared for middle school.

History
We have completed our History Performance Based
Assessment, but we still have a lot to learn in the coming
weeks. We will be wrapping up the Civil War at the end of April
and preparing for the History Benchmark, as well as the
History Growth Assessment. Please spend time reviewing and
exploring the community with your child. Virginia is full of
historical sites that will enlighten minds. Some of these cost
little or no money at all. For example, there are several Civil
War Battlefields within 2 hours that are free to visit. Three of them are surrounding
Fredericksburg. These battlefields have trails to walk and allow the children to see history in
person. Heading to Central Park for some shopping, why not take an hour or two and check out
a battlefield? Some places cost money, but are well worth the price of admission. For example,
historical homes like Mount Vernon or Monticello are within 2 hours of here. A few cheaper
choices include: Stratford Hall, Pamplin Park, and Jamestown. Make this summer a time for
exploring the wonderful historical sites of Virginia! And if you are willing to travel 3 hours, you
can visit the Gettysburg and Antietam Battlefield sites. Touring the battlefield is free by foot or
car. It will cost some money to go to the visitor’s centers (which are amazing). Make history
come alive, not only for your child, but also for yourself!

Math
The Math SOL is coming fast. Please encourage
your students to study the key vocabulary and
multiplication table.
In order to prepare for the upcoming test, students
will be working on a study packet that will cover
EVERY possible question type that could show up
on the SOL Test. The packet will be broken down
into SOL Strands and each sheet will be graded.

This packet is basically their Math grade for the 4th marking period. It is vital that they not
lose this packet. Please go over the packet for a few minutes each night to help your child
prepare for the test. They should also be studying the Math vocabulary from either their
notes, or from the email sent several weeks ago. Please spend 10 -15 minutes daily on
review so your child will not have to cram the night before the test. We want the children to
be confident about the upcoming test. I know they can be very successful, if they put forth
their best effort.

Science
Science is one of the three Virginia SOL tests that 5th graders
will be taking, and the Science SOL test includes units of
study from 4th grade and 5th grade. Please encourage your
child to review key facts and vocabulary from their journal
each evening. Students will also have some review packets
and activities from class (covering 4th grade curriculum) that will also be helpful in their daily
review. Science Flashbacks and Science Checkpoints will be our frequent grades during
this last nine week marking period, and these short independent assignments will include
many questions from released SOL tests which are available on the VDOE website. Again,
thanks for your support at home!

Awards Assemblies
On April 28th, Grades K-2 at 12:30 and Grades 3-5 1:45.
Come join us!

News from the Reading Team
Kindergarten and first grade students should continue to stay in a routine with their word
study and reading nightly. This will help them to do their best on the upcoming Spring PALS
assessment (more information below). Remember that even a few minutes of reading adds up a
great deal over time! The kindergarten and first grade students will also be assessed using the
Test of Phonological Awareness (TOPA). This test helps teachers to focus on specific oral language
skills that help with reading readiness. It is easy to practice for the TOPA anywhere you go
because all you need to do is play with language! Practice rhyming words on the way to baseball
practice; hat, bat, cat. Practice counting syllables while riding in the car; but-ter-fly. Practice
blending sounds to make words while eating dinner; /sp/-/oon/ is spoon. The kindergarten and
first grade students have made so much progress this year, and with your help we will be able to
see that reflected in their assessment results.
Our 2nd and 3rd grade students have worked very hard and have made wonderful
accomplishments. This month our fantastic 2nd graders will be reviewing important non-fiction
strategies such as locating information using text features, asking and answering questions,
determining the main idea and identifying cause and effect relationships. In writing, they will
begin a unit on research. Be sure to ask your child about his/her favorite animal they are
researching. Our wonderful third graders will be preparing for our Standards of Learning
Assessments (SOLs). We will begin by reviewing nonfiction text features such as headings,
glossary, index, caption, just to name a few. We will also review important nonfiction strategies
such as identifying the main idea and supporting detail, fact and opinion, asking and answering
questions, and identifying cause and effect relationships. In writing, they will be writing an
expository selection.
We understand that spring is a busy time of the year with after-school sports events, etc.
We ask that you try to continue a stable homework regime, including approximately 15-20
minutes of reading each night. This will also help prepare our fantastic 2nd and 3rd graders for
their upcoming spring PALS assessment. Together, we are fostering great readers! Thank you,
parents, for all you do!
Spring PALS testing begins the week of April 24 for grades 4 and 5. K-3 grades will begin
the week of May 1. Kindergarteners will be assessed on letters, beginning sounds, rhyming,
concept of word, spelling, and sight words. First through fifth graders will be assessed on spelling,
sight word/flashed word knowledge, and will be reading a passage of text with accompanying
comprehension questions. Encourage your child to complete reading and word study
assignments every night in preparation for this upcoming important assessment! We are excited
to see the progress they have made this year!

The school year is quickly coming to an end which means only one thing for grades 3, 4,
and 5……..SOL TESTING! Our students are working extremely hard to prepare for these exams.
We continue to practice the technology-enhanced items (TEI). These items require students to
indicate their responses in ways other than a multiple-choice format and will account for 15% of
the test. There are four types of technology-enhanced items: drag and drop, hot spot (which
includes number line and coordinate plane items in math), bar gram or histogram, and fill-in-theblank. The two items that will be used on the reading SOL are drag and drop and hot spot. If you
would like more information pertaining to the TEI or you have any other questions about the SOL
exams, please go to the Virginia Department of Education website at
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/standards_docs/english/index.shtml or contact your
child’s teacher or reading specialist. The reading test will be taken over two days.

Example of 4th grade TEI question (drag and drop):

Example of 5th grade TEI question (hot spot):

WDES Reading Specialists:
Jocelyn Mir (K & 1st grades)
Sandy Sullivan (2nd & 3rd grades)
Beth Scherm (4th & 5th grades)

Technology Enhanced Items on SOL Tests and
the New Computer Adaptive Format (CAT)
The mathematics tests reflect the increased rigor of the 2009 standards. While most of the
questions on the new tests are in the familiar multiple‐choice format, approximately 15 percent of the
items (depending on the test) are new technology‐enhanced items.
Technology‐enhanced items allow students to apply what they have learned and use critical‐
thinking skills in ways not possible with traditional multiple‐choice questions. The items mirror common
classroom tasks and assignments.
For example, “drag and drop” items require students
to sort, order, classify, or label to provide an answer.
The “drag and drop” functionality also gives students
the ability to create graphs from a given data set.

“Hot spot” items require students to identify all
possible correct answers from a given set or list,
plot points on a grid, or highlight a specific feature
in a diagram or figure.

“Fill‐in‐the‐blank” items require students to
complete open‐ended problems and type answers
into the blanks.

This year 3rd‐ 5th grade students will be taking a 35 question computer adaptive test (CAT) for
their Math SOL exam. The positive aspects of this test are that it is much shorter than the previous SOL
test. The test also changes, or adapts, to the students’ knowledge. If the student answers questions
correctly, then they are given more challenging tasks. If they struggle, then the questions will become
easier. One negative component to these tests is that students cannot go back and review previous
questions. Therefore they must try their best and answer each question in the order that they are
given. Last year this was only for the 3rd grade Math SOL at the elementary level. This year 4th and 5th
grade will also use this testing format. We have discussed this with the students and practiced test
taking strategies. As always, discussing these tests with your child is encouraged. If you have any
questions about the upcoming Math SOL exams, then please feel free to email me at the following
address: schermja@wmlcps.org
Jason Scherm

